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		Passivity as a virtue or a vice 
 “Passive obedience is a religious and political doctrine, which states that people have a moral duty to obey the law, in particular accepting punishment as part of this obedience”, (Wikipedia).  In Margaret Atwood’s novel, the Handmaids Tale, the narrator Offred who is a handmaid shows us how strict and the drastic change of rules creates the desire to be defiant despite the dire consequences that follows.  A totalitarian government takes over the USA and in this new society; everyone is valued for what they have to offer. In the instance of our novel, the handmaid’s role was to bear children for the childless couples who were higher and valued members of the society. Change can be hard especially if it is drastic. Imagine being in a situation where you slept with two good eyes only to wake the next day and discover that you can no longer see. It would be so hard, right? But human beings have the ability to adapt to change after some time especially if it is enforced to them.  People are hanged publicly for being disobedient of the rules and laws that come with their roles, for belonging to certain religious groups and for being homosexual for people to see. Gilead is a dystopian society.  As Offred goes to the market and looks at the bodies that are hang up the wall for them to see all she feels is “blankness”. Gilead forces people to adhere to their laws by only instilling fear among them. Through high surveillance, re- education centers, suppression of information and totalitarian violence, Gilead has been able to remain in power.
The women lose all their civil rights and they are not even allowed to have desires. When a woman in Gilead cannot work as handmaid, a Martha, an aunt or does something bad, she is hanged or sent to the colonies where they are subjected to hard labor under terrible conditions. This tends to be hard for them as all their lives they had been free and were allowed to do whatever they pleased and travel wherever they wanted and this only creates the desire for resistance. Aunt Lydia says that, “Ordinary is what you are used to. This may not seem ordinary to you now but after a time, it will. It will become ordinary” (Atwood 45). Ordinary however is not a word that should be used to describe Gilead. Offred remembers the day when Janine is brought in the Red Center for the first time. She is defiant and she says “f*ck you” to aunt Lydia. She is taken away for punishment only to be brought in later without one eye. So horrific! She is broken and she even has a mental breakdown. She later in the novel is sexually manipulated by her commander and she even tries to run away and jump off a bridge with her daughter charlotte. She is caught and she is supposed to be stoned to death for her disobedience.  Maybe, this would not be the case if she had only being obedient from the beginning, Leveillee Student Pulse 3.05. She would still have both her eyes and probably, her life would have been much better. 
  	Moira and Offred are best friends since college and from the novel, Moira is seen to be a lesbian and a gender equality activist and a feminist to be precise. She is resistant to the new rules of Gilead and she even attempts her first escape attempt and she is caught and taken to the Red Center where women are trained to become handmaids. She plans her second escape attempt which is unsuccessful and she is tortured by Aunt Lydia but this does not crush her fighting spirit. She is rebellious and she becomes an envy of the other handmaids after she manages to escape from the Red Center dressed like an aunt. Not even Gilead could define her beliefs, McCaughey 277–300. It is only until Offred visits Jezebel’s, a prostitute center, that she runs into Moira and after reuniting, she learns that Moira had been recaptured and she could not be taken back to the Reds Center as she would contaminate the other handmaids with her rebellion. She had been served with two ultimatums, that she worked at Jezebels as a prostitute or that she goes to the colonies. She chose to work at the Jezebels’ which was a real crush of what she believed in. She dreaded man to woman relationships, not that she had not dated men before, but to her such relationships were not satisfying. Her fighting spirit was extinguished and she even accepts the position she is put in by the regime. She even claims that it is not as bad as she is even allowed to have the forbidden luxuries, alcohol and cigarettes. Offred is disheartened of what her friend has become.
The handmaids are seen to engage in activities like particicution where they are allowed to do whatever they please with men who rape them or who engage in other forms of violence against them. In the novel, a man is accused of raping a pregnant handmaid which resulted into a miscarriage. But the man claimed that he did not. He was a member of the resistance group and may have been charged with false accusations for working against the government. He is beaten to death by the handmaids, Osiel 118.
Life is hard for Offred as she tries to adapt to this new norms. She constantly reflects to life in her past. How better it was. The moments they shared with her husband, mother, best friend and even her daughter. Deep down she wants all this back but as she says, “to want is to have weakness (Atwood 152)”. She wants to be strong with the hope of seeing her daughter again. She doesn’t fight back like Janine, Ofglen and Moira. She chooses to remain hopeful and not take action in disobeying the laws but this will not get her anywhere. You cannot want something so bad and not fight towards getting it. It will only remain to be a dream but is that not what the dystopia of Gilead had created. A republic of dreamers waiting for better days that they themselves could not make happen. The fighting spirits had been crushed.
 Everyone had their own feeling of how the laws of Gilead affected them. To some Gilead was a better society than the previous one, to others the laws were oppressive and were too afraid to act so they chose to remain obedient while still hoping to be free one day and to others, they chose to fight what they believed in. By the use of religion and the eyes to enforce laws, the republic of Gilead expected nothing but obedience from every single citizen. We see how the fighting spirits like Moira, Janine, and Emily are crushed and to some of this people they even experience mental breakdowns. Fear drives us to be more accepting of situations despite how unpleasant they might be.  Therefore, passivity was a virtue that was required in order to survive.
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